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A regionally-based drainage management advisory committee should be established 
to direct the reform process with the support of the Department of Water. This 
committee will need to be given formal roles and responsibilities, possibly as a Water 
Resource Management Committee, via a State Environmental Policy or through the 
proposed Peel-Harvey Catchment governance structure being considered by State 
Government.  

The cost implications of reformed drainage management will only be partly be met 
through the State Government’s Coastal Drainage Program. Major up-front costs, 
such as surveying the Gazetted Drainage system for channel capacity and asset 
condition will need to be separately funded, possibly as part of the drainage service 
provider’s licence. Establishment of Sub-Catchment Drainage Management Plans will 
also require additional funding. New maintenance schedules may involve changes to 
current practices with minor cost implications, but the cost-effectiveness of the more 
signifi cant BMPs is unknown.

The ultimate goal of drainage management in the Peel Region is to have on-ground 
management of waterway corridors that meets water conveyance and sediment 
management objectives. Some management practices described in this report 
can be immediately adopted in the gazetted drainage system and on farms with 
relatively little change to current practices. A number of these modifi ed management 
practices, such as a banded clearing technique, may also be the most cost-effective 
or improving nutrient management.
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This study forms one part of the Catchment Council’s catchment management 
initiatives. Improved drainage management is a component of integrated catchment 
management. And in a drying climate, consideration needs to be given to how we 
can keep water in the landscape so that we can safely make better use of this limited 
resource. 

The PHCC believes that after a process of consultation and negotiation between 
Government and the community, this plan should be used as a guide by the 
Department of Water to reform management of the gazetted drainage system and 
also bring about changes to the management of privately managed drains.  The 
PHCC also hopes that the proposals in this report are used by the Department of 
Water to reform drainage policy in the Peel-Harvey Coastal Catchment.

A summary of the report’s recommendations are provided below.

High priority actions

The following recommendations are considered by the Peel-Harvey Catchment 
Council to be of highest priority requiring action within two years.  Some of 
these recommendations could be implemented through broader initiatives of the 
Department of Water. 

 1.   A controlled trial in the catchment of modifi ed gazetted drainage   
   management practices to commence within two years of report   
   endorsement. Given the diversity of channel and land use scenarios, the  
   trial should be designed as a comprehensive 3-5 year project. 
 2.  That a Draft Regional Drainage Policy be in place within two years of  
   endorsement of this report, and that an interim Regional Drainage   
   Advisory Committee is functional within six months of the Policy being  
   in place. The  policy should be reviewed after fi ve years of operation, in  
   light of the above controlled trial.
 3.  Trial preparation of at least one Sub-Catchment Drainage Management  
   Plan to commence within two years of report endorsement. A project   
   outline is provided in Section 14.1 
 4.  That a public review and assessment of the drainage system’s   
   effectiveness be conducted.  This is to include an assessment of the   
   current needs of the landowners and the environment and whether these  
   needs are being met in a cost-effective manner.
 5.  Surveying of the gazetted drainage system to establish current   
   conveyance capacities to be completed within 2 years of report   
   endorsement. 
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Medium priority actions

The following actions are a medium priority for the region, and should be 
implemented or commenced within 4 years of the release of this report:

6.  Establishment (including funding) of a Healthy Peel Drains for Clean Water 
Scheme within two years of report endorsement. 

7.  That preparation of all four Sub-Catchment Management Plans be 
completed within four years of report endorsement.

8.  The 72-hour rule (also referred to as the 3-day rule) be reviewed for its 
applicability as a global conveyance standard within 3 years, and that 
potentially a new global standard be developed for the Peel-Harvey 
Coastal Plain catchment in light of current and proposed land uses.

9.  That the State Government’s drainage service provider be requested to 
undertake an exercise in identifying those parts of the gazetted system 
which should be recognised as ‘natural waterways’, and managed 
accordingly, within three years of report endorsement. The exercise should 
include developing a new schedule of maintenance for these waterways.

    

    Figure 1: Drainage network of the Peel-Harvey Coastal Plain and  
 adjacent areas




